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https://womenshabitat.ca/
http://www.aurafreedom.org/
https://www.instagram.com/aurafreedom/
https://twitter.com/AuraFreedom
https://www.facebook.com/aurafreedominternational/
https://www.instagram.com/aurafreedom/
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~ ~ GRASSROOTS ACCOUNTS FROM THE FRONTLINE
EQ - 2 1 E 1 QllLS I [ While being interviewed for RELENTLESS RESILIENCE, Women's Habitat -

a Toronto domestic viclence shelter - shared a disturbing trend acknowledged

by many frontline workers. A pattern of violent men calling the police before the

i )&C\X L.Kl)’{"'t %U U Xi D IV.I:[)""‘ woman does to escape being charged or to jeopardize her future, or women calling
~ - AN v the police to report domestic violence, only to end up being arrested themselves
Z MD I\,ﬁ l t L)d: N UYKt—Y_I—MJ because they fought back. As one staff member described,

_M )£_ o] )iJ\AD\/I o] Lj@(..._M_ LMJ “He'll rip his shirt, scratch himself and call the police; they walk in and
. . . R she’s arrested and charged,” said one staff member.
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WE'RE NOT WAITING ANYMORE.

ELK Mo)UGYDY) tUB0 U GRASSROOTS INSIGHT
Women of colour have been historically targeted by child welfare

X t Lki L% E Lk ( E Y'S( ~u< i—K —~ agencies, which can stop them from getting help for domestic violence.

Y’XX ~¢ :D K~ & ~ GY. . i) a When interviewed for Relentless Resilience, Safia Hirsi from Central
Neighbourhood House in Toronto says that some newcomer women do

] U I ) :t l\JYU @Z not call the palice as they believe their children will be taken away.
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https://aurafreedom.org/relentless-resilience/gbv-from-the-frontlines/
https://aurafreedom.org/relentless-resilience/gbv-from-the-frontlines/
https://aurafreedom.org/relentless-resilience/
https://aurafreedom.org/content/uploads/2020/02/AF_RelentlessResilience_Beijing25_Cdn_ParallelRpt_Feb2020.pdf
https://aurafreedom.org/relentless-resilience/
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Another shelter worker continues, Zoa - " ~ - IPr
“The people who make the decisions need to realize ELQ I lS l S ( q 12 I 1Z -Q
that children are used as a pawn a lot of the time.

They're used as a pawn and killed by their fathers )~ @XEIPD W AK MM E a i dn M exy

just to get back at Mom, and | think that needs to V= Q'{: ¢ A AN
be believed. | think that needs to be looked at. & KWMEWK M- U lIIUJ-LL@U A :D

Children are murdered.” OUMMEIMD T2 M(WK ~0BEADMI YM KO X DxET

Everyone’s shoulders slump.
Children are murdered.

They discuss a woman currently staying at the shelter whose
child does not want to visit their father because he is violent.
But if she doesn't send him, she'll be held in contempt of court.

Wha is protecting this mother and child?
Because the system sure as hell isn't.
Then, we see the Amber Alerts.

An excerpt from RELENTLESS RESILIENCE - Author Marissa
Kokkores interviews women's shelter staff from Wamen's Habitat

"They just don’t want to admit it because then
they'd have to say they're a part of this, right?...
And the court forced her to meet him. This doesn’t
just happen once, this happens multiple times.”

Another staff member adds a disturbing detail,
“And the women say it. They will tell the police:
‘He’s going to hurt my child.

My child doesn’t want to go there."

T mA FREEDOM WE'RE NOT WAITING ANYMORE.

"Y-DX MYX o~ Y~tYoMZolK K ~Uf 2
Yx £EM@D P X YD) x{U! 10V@
“But no. We have to follow the rules. Y’iji) -X KUD x~ Uk DYE-M :II) X D”i-U\A") 1Z

And then how does that mother ever

forgive herself for sending her q UD Y~ Y’X U iU K :t Q':t) :D -X

child to see him? She won't.”

But that was his whole plan. To hurt her. Yiue~ x~YM Wd D% i) X YUe ~ X~~
“And then the courts won't talk about why she D x0)-Dx Mke)IK D aYx YDUYUe~MZ

was forced to let him see that child,”

adds her colleague. qu x~Yx MM xUMBEM QU(@X...Y'M
“But that's exactly why it happened.” " . " .
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https://aurafreedom.org/relentless-resilience/gbv-from-the-frontlines/
https://aurafreedom.org/relentless-resilience/gbv-from-the-frontlines/
https://aurafreedom.org/relentless-resilience/gbv-from-the-frontlines/
https://aurafreedom.org/relentless-resilience/gbv-from-the-frontlines/
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GRASSROOTS EXPERTS

In 2003, Deborah Sinclair was appointed to the
Domestic Violence Death Review Committee of
the Chief Coroner's office of Ontario.

sl 4

“There is no question in my mind that
intimate femicide is a gendered
crime," says Deborah. More than
90% of the victims were female and
most of the killers were male.

When children were killed in this
context, it was often as a retaliation
or punishment towards the mother.
The worst and deepest way to hurt a

mother is to harm her child.

Most intimate murders of women

and children are both predictable and
| preventable. In more than 70% of the

cases we reviewed, there were a

minimum of seven risk factors.”
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https://aurafreedom.org/relentless-resilience/gbv-from-the-frontlines/
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