This segment of Aura Freedom's Relentless Resilience campaign has been created in
partnership with the Native Women's Resource Centre of Toronto.

For centuries, Indigenous women, girls and two-spirit peoples have
been murdered and have gone missing with little or no support from
the Canadian government.
In 2015, the Government of Canada finally announced a National
Inquiry into the crisis of Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women,
Girls and two-spirit peoples (MMIWG2S). It was a landmark move
for Indigenous rights and justice.
Highlighting the stories of survivors and their families, the inquiry
started their Truth Gathering Process. From August 2016 to December
2018, data, information, and stories were gathered.
Elders, Grandmothers and other community members were called in to
support the families during this long and painful process as families gave
accounts of their missing and murdered loved ones, and detailed the
negligence of Canadian leadership. These accounts are public
information and can be viewed online.
In the end, the National Inquiry produced a Final Report over 1000
pages long and concluded that the violence experienced by Indigenous
women, girls and two-spirit people in Canada amounts to genocide. The
National Inquiry also concluded that an ongoing genocide of Indigenous
peoples in Canada occurs to this day.
The charge of genocide underlines the clear fact that the systemic
racism, colonialism, poverty, and violence that is faced by Indigenous
communities are all connected and amount to a calculated and
systematic destruction of Indigenous peoples’ lives and culture.
Moreover, these systemic issues have resulted in the public devaluation
of Indigenous women and girls and society’s misperceptions about
Indigenous peoples that are built on harmful colonial stereotypes.
Make no mistake. This was no accident. It was all planned and
organized, through Canada's laws and systems. From residential
schools, to forced sterilization, to over-policing and incarceration, to
child apprehension and the environmental destruction of Indigenous
lands. Yet, Indigenous women are still here. The Relentless Resilience
of Indigenous communities is humbling and must be honoured and
highlighted.
The National Inquiry is an example of the Government of Canada
participating in an active listening process by realizing their role in
producing violence against Indigenous women and girls and taking a
proactive step to rectify it with the power that they hold.
But, the Canadian government still has a lot of work to do.

WHAT DOES TWO-SPIRIT MEAN?
Two-spirit means different things to different communities.
A common understanding of the term is someone who has
both masculine and feminine spirits.
Two-spirit also distinguishes the wide variety of Indigenous
concepts of gender/sexual diversity as separate from the
European idea of gender, which was violently imposed on
Indigenous peoples.
Within Indigenous cosmologies, people of many genders
and sexualities hold important roles in families and
communities. (Source: Rainbow Health Ontario)

THE REAL HISTORY
Many still blame Indigenous women and girls for the
violence they experience, instead of recognizing how
colonization and systemic racism have created an
environment where they are at the greatest risk of
violence and exploitation in Canada.
To experience that type of trauma and loss, only then to be
blamed for it, is devastating. We all have a role to play to
support Indigenous rights and dismantle oppressive systems
of colonialism and racism to end the violence against
Indigenous women and girls.
We can all do something. Speak out against injustice,
support grassroots organizations, learn and pass down your
knowledge to others. This is how change is made.
For more resources, info and stats on violence against
Indigenous women, girls and Two-Spirit peoples, visit the
Relentless Resilience microsite at:
aurafreedom.org/RelentlessResilience

A QUOTE BY OJIBWE ELDER ART SOLOMAN
"The woman is the foundation
on which Nations are built.
She is the heart of her Nation.
If that heart is weak, the people are weak.
If her heart is strong and her mind is clear,
then the Nation is strong and knows its purpose.
The woman is the centre of everything.”
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